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Ecologia’s Drilling Division recently completed the installation of 4 
monitoring wells in Cheshire on the behalf of the British Geological Survey 
(BGS). The wells will be used for groundwater monitoring at a large, 
operational industrial site

Sonic drilling using 100mm casings successfully achieved depth up 
to 30m below ground level with more that 60m of installation 
completed per working day. A drilling log was also produced for 
each borehole drilled in order to determine the sequence of the clay 
layers thus  enabling the appropriate design of the monitoring wells  
wells.

Previous investigations showed the presence of Alluvium deposits
consisting of very silty sand and gravels intercalated with silty clay 
bands. Groundwater level was determined to be 2m bgl.  Previous 
drilling was hampered by ‘blowing sand’ silting up the boreholes. 
The client therefore requested that a sonic drilling technique had to 
be used in order to minimise the amount of potentially contaminated 
spoils arising  from the drilling and ensuring fast drilling operations. 


